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Across India and South Asia, women have long been at the forefront
of movements resisting unjust development, extractivism and climate degradation. They
have led protests against destructive mining, dams and infrastructure projects. Yet, when
it comes to decision making, these women are largely invisible. From the forests of
Orisha to the coastlines of Tamil Nadu, women have led some of the most sustained
resistance movements. In Sijimali (Orisha), women continue to protest mining projects
threatening their forest-based way of life, often facing police violence. In Jharkhand,
Adivasi women in Dewas are blocking coal mining operations to protect ancestral land.
In Tamil Nadu, women from fishing communities have been at the forefront of protests
against the Kundankulam Nuclear Power Plant. These movement represent a powerful
assertion of community-led development and environmental protection rooted in lived
realities. Despite being central to the resistance, women are systematically excluded
from consultations, especially those that claim to uphold free, prior and informed
consent (FPIC). In many cases, community meetings and decision on land are dominated
by men, while women, who bear the disproportionate burden of displacement and

environmental degradation ideli
gr » are sidelined. Women's perspectives are also frequently

devalued or dismisse i i
d as emotional, despite being rooted in acute socio-environmental
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knowledge. In Bangladesh's Phulbari, women resisted an open-pit coal mining project,
enduring police crackdowns while organizing mass mobilisations. In India’s Narmada
Bachao Andolan, Medha Patkar’s lcadership brought global attention to devastating
impact of dams. Yet policies designed in response to such movements have often

remained blind to the gendered impacts of displacement.
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